Government Incentives to go West 1860s and 1870s

Anyone could file a claim as
long as they were head of a
family or single and over 21.
(In fact you could be under 21
if you had fought for the
government in the civil war)
Anyone intending to become a
US citizen could file a claim.

The government realised 160
acres was not enough to
support a homesteader family.
This Act allowed a
homesteader to claim a
further 160 acres if they
promised fo plant trees on
half of it.

Once someone had lived on the
land for 5 years, built a house
and planted five acres of
crops they could pay $30 and
own their homestead outright.
This was called ‘proving up'.

It cost just $10 to register a
claim to a homestead plot -
called ‘filing a claim'.

The plots were 160 acres
'homesteads’. This meant a
family house and enough land
to support the family.

The government wanted fo
prevent businessmen snapping
up lots of land cheaply under
the scheme and then selling it
on at a profit.
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