Westfield Newsletter
News and updates for parents and carers of students at Westfield School | March 2018
With the Easter holidays just a few days
away, I wanted to thank you for your
continued support and update you on the
latest school news.

Staffing changes
I am delighted to announce that we have
recruited seven subject specialists across
the English and Science departments. This is a great boost to our
teaching team and is part of our drive to ensure that we have the
very best teachers in our classrooms. Their specialist knowledge
will ensure that lessons are engaging, thought-provoking and rich
in content - exactly what our students deserve!

New parental communications app
Next term we will be contacting you to sign up to our new
parental communications app, Weduc. This will mark a huge step
forward in how we keep you updated with all that is happening
at school. It will give you easy access on your phone, tablet or PC
to key information about your child, as well as providing you with
the latest news from school.
Like all new technology, there may be some initial bumps whilst
we try and get everybody using it, but I think you will agree that
it’s a vast improvement on sending text messages to you. We see
this as a vital investment in how we work in partnership with families. You need to know what’s going on, and we need to ensure
you can find the information you need at your fingertips.
There is also the potential to use Weduc to communicate directly
from the classroom - showing you what your child has been
working on. And it should help us manage homework, so you
have sight of what is being set, rather than relying on your child
to tell you.
All in all, it’s very exciting and I look forward to seeing it rolled
out after Easter. Look out for the enrolment emails and text
messages then. Of course, if you haven’t provided us with your
contact details then you won’t get an invitation to join Weduc. So
do keep us updated with any changes.

Choice, Chance and Consequence
Thank you to parents for supporting our revised strategy for
managing behaviour. It’s early days but the implementation of
next-day detentions for lateness/poor behaviour in class and
at social times does seem to be working as a disincentive to
students making poor choices. The number of students in detentions has halved since we began implementing this strategy, as
a result of fewer lates and fewer students reaching the ‘consequence’ step of choice, chance, consequence.
Thank you to the many parents who gave us feedback regarding
how we could better reward the vast majority of our students
who consistently make the right choices and put in excellent
effort. The main theme of parental feedback was that parents
wanted contact from school regarding positives. Weduc should
help with this. We have now consulted with parents and students
and will have a rewards strategy up and running soon!

Year 10 and 11 students
Congratulations to Year 10 students on their successful work
experience placements . We’ve had some amazing feedback from
local employers. Please encourage them to now show similar
ambition in their preparation for important mock exams after
Easter. We will be offering subject-specific revision sessions for
Year 11 students over the Easter holidays - see page 4.

Welcoming new students to Westfield
It’s that time of year when we contact those students in primary
schools who have succeeded in gaining a Year 7 place at our school
for September. I’m delighted that we have so many students joining us from our feeder schools and beyond. Our team of staff will
be going out to their primary schools to meet them soon.

Early Open Evening for primary school families
We are also making plans for an early Open Evening for other
prospective students who are thinking about secondary
applications. This will be held on Tuesday 26 June, from 4pm to
7.30pm, in school. I ask that you tell your friends and neighbours
about this event, as we want to get as many people there as
possible to show them how great our school is.

Can you help us?
I am asking for parents to come forward and volunteer for a
number of roles we need to fill. See page 2 for more information
but we are seeking people to help establish a ‘Friends of Westfield’ group to support the school, as well as new governors and
members of our Homelink parent consultation group.

Joining Chorus Education Trust
As anyone who’s ever dealt with a solicitor knows, the legal
process can be long and frustrating. The same can be said about
the legal process for Westfield officially joining Chorus Education
Trust. However, even though it’s taking longer than we would
want, Mrs Paul and her team are still supporting us.
As you may have seen in the last
newsletter, we have created
a new logo for the school to
reflect the changes taking place.
This will be rolled out next term,
along with a new website. The logo will feature on school uniform
from September and you can read more about this on page 3.
Some parents have raised valid concerns with me relating to the
cost of ‘re-branding’. I would like to reassure you that this was
not funded from the school’s budget! I can assure you that I am
extremely careful about managing the limited funds available in
education - our students always come first!
On that note, I wish you and your family a restful Easter break
and look forward to working with you next term.
Best wishes,

Mr Joe Birkbeck, Head of Westfield School

Students shine at Cutlers Passport Ceremony

Last week we hosted the Cutlers’ Passport Ceremony. Due to the
previous snowy conditions the event had to be re-arranged and
could no longer be held at the Cutlers’ Hall as planned. We felt
that we could not let such achievements go unacknowledged so
arranged for the ceremony to be held in school.
The event was very well attended by our Cutlers’ Ambassadors,
parents and carers, but also by the CEO of a local engineering
company, a previous student who was also a Cutlers’ Ambassador and all the Business Champions who have supported our
students throughout this programme.
Each guest spoke very highly of each and every one of our
students and there were some real ‘goosebump’ moments
during the course of the evening.
One of our Engineering Ambassadors, Josh Kirk, was officially
offered an Apprenticeship by the local engineering company and
presented with the documentation to finalise this offer, which is
a huge achievement for Josh. We also had 3 Ambassadors
presented with the Gold Award for their outstanding contributions and achievements throughout their journey with the
Cutlers’ company. At the end of the ceremony lots of the visitors
gave feedback about how amazing our students are and how this
opportunity has truly been a positive one for everyone involved.
Well done to all our Y11 Cutlers’ Ambassadors! n

Photos from top left, clockwise: John, Ryan and Jake with their
Gold Awards; the Sport and Cultural Cutlers’ Ambassadors; the NHS
Cutlers’ Ambassadors; the Digital Industries and Computing Cutlers’
Ambassadors; the Engineering Cutlers’ Ambassadors.

Calling all parents and Apprenticeship success!
carers: we need you!
We are looking for volunteers to support us in many different
ways. Firstly, there is our Homelink parents’ consultation group,
who provide ideas and feedback about school. Secondly, we are
setting up a ‘Friends of Westfield School’ group to run social and
fundraising activities. Finally, we are looking for members of our
local community to join our Governing Body. If you are interested
please contact the school. n

Early open evening for Y5 families
Please spread the word: we are holding an early open evening for
families of Year 5 students who are considering applying to our
school in September: Tuesday 26 June, 4pm to 7.30pm. n
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Year 11 student, Katelyn Needham has been offered three
fulltime apprenticeships after attending the Modern Apprentice
Fayre at Sheffield Cutlers’! She clearly made a positive impression
with employers and is now in a strong position to decide on the
next steps in her career.

S20 Foodbank appeal
Following the success of the last collection for the S20 Foodbank
we will be collecting items again during the week commencing
21 May 2018. All collected items will be delivered on 25 May.
Thank you for your continued support and generosity. It makes a
great difference to local people in need. n

Parental comms app to be
introduced after Easter

Starters & leavers
Staff leaving us
n Kim Needham (Science). Retires at
Easter.

n a newsfeed,
n a parent portal, showing your child’s
attendance, timetable and teachers,
After Easter we will be rolling out a new
communications app called Weduc.

n a school calendar,

We hope this will greatly improve
communications between school and
home, as well as provide you with
additional useful tools and features.

n online forms,

It is available as an app to download onto
your smartphone or tablet. It can also be
accessed via a website.
It has the following features:

n a noticeboard,
n key documents and info in the ‘hub’.
It will also mean you get instant alerts
flashing up on your phone when there
are school closures or other important
events.
So we strongly recommend that you use
it, once it is introduced. n

n an inbox bringing together all
messages from school,

Preparing for the Year 10 mock exams
The Year 10 mock exams will take place in
the week commencing 30 April. This will be
the first ‘realistic’ GCSE exam situation that
most Y10 students will have found themselves in and as such it can be a challenging
week. The new linear GCSEs tend to be
longer and more demanding in terms of the
volume of content which has to be known
and understood. The best preparation for
linear exams is good revision and as such,
students should be dedicating 2-3 hours
per night of their own time to learning and
practising key subject knowledge and skill.
We recommend that students prepare a
revision timetable and that it is displayed
somewhere prominent such as the
refrigerator door. This allows parents and
carers to easily support time management and organisation. When students
are revising we recommend the following:

n A quiet space to work.
n TV, radio & mobile devices turned off.

n A 20 minute period intensive
concentration followed by a 5 minute
break.

n The use and preparation of lists,
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n Caroline Holtby (English). Leaves at
Easter.
Thank you to Kim, Hannah and Caroline for
their hard work and commitment to Westfield. We wish them luck in the future.

New starters joining us after
Easter
n Amy Fitzpatrick (English).
n Emma Pinder (English) .
n Idris Waheed (Science).
n Jessica Harper (Science).

New starters joining us from
September
n Jack Winslow (English).
n Hannah Hunter-French (English).
n Rachel Dixon (English, with
responsibility for whole school
literacy).

n A balanced diet and lots of water to
keep hydrated.

n Regular exercise to manage stress
levels.
If students need to seek support regarding the preparation of revision schedules,
they should consult their ARKS key worker in the first instance. Subject teachers
will give students an idea of the subject
content which should be revised. If
students are finding that they are
becoming anxious about the exam period
they should talk to their pastoral manager
to seek advice about strategies to
alleviate exam stress. n

The Year 7 parents’ evening will be on 19 April 2018, 4.00pm – 7.00pm. Please note that
this is a subject based parents’ evening where parents and carers will have the opportunity
to talk to classroom teachers. Appointments are bookable via parent portal and should be
booked with subject teachers, not ARKS tutors please. Each appointment will be five minutes
long with a focus on current academic progress and necessary next steps to achieve end of
year targets. Reports will be published via parent portal before the event but also available
as paper copies on the evening. n
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Easter.

diagrams, flash cards, mind maps,
mnemonics, condensed notes and
practise questions.

Year 7 parents’ evening
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n Hannah Carney (English). Leaves at

Robotics workshop
Nine of our Year 8 computer science
ambassadors delivered a robotics workshop to Y5/6 students from Shortbrook
Primary. They were extremely mature and
professional and the year 5/6 students
went back to Shortbrook smiling after
enjoying using the robots. n

Uniform changes
As previously reported, we will have new
school ties and blazers from September.
Further details will be sent to parents early
next term. n

Easter workshops for exam students
To support our students as they prepare for their GCSE exams, we are holding some workshops over Easter. Full details are below.

EASTER WORKSHOPS FOR EXAM STUDENTS
DATE

SUBJECT

TIME

LOCATION DETAILS

Tuesday 3 April

Drama

10:00am - 4:00pm

234

Focus on C2.

Art

10:00am - 3:00pm

214 & 215

Coursework development.

Spanish

10:00am - 3:00pm

221

Preparing for the speaking exam.

Wednesday 4
April

Health and Social Care
(targeted invited
students only)

9:00am - 2:00pm

Monday 9 April

Product Design

9:30am - 1:00pm

133 & 134

Coursework development.

Tuesday 10
April

Drama

10:00am - 4:00pm

243

Focus on C2.

French (Miss Perrot)

11:00am - 4:00pm

218

Exam preparation.

German

10:00am - 2:00pm

217

Preparation for the speaking exam and writing
practise.

Art

10:00am - 3:00pm

214 & 215

Courework development.

Photography (Y9 & Y11)

10:30 - 3:00pm

Mega blue
& green

Y11: coursework development.
Y9: exam project.

History
(targeted invited
students only)

10:00am - 12:30pm

107 & 102

Content review of key topics.
Exam technique.

PE
(aiming for grade 7 and
above)

9:30am - 12:30pm

121

Recap of key content from Y10.
Developing extended answers.

French (Mrs Jacobs)

10:00am - 1:00pm

219

Exam preparation.

History
(targeted invited
students only)

10:00am - 12:30pm

107 & 102

Content review of key topics.
Exam technique.

PE (securing grade 5)

9:30am - 12:30pm

121

Developing exam technique and easy wins!

Thursday 12
April

Friday 13 April

Coursework development.

PARENTS’ EVENINGS & OTHER EVENTS
DATE

EVENT

YEAR GROUP

Thursday 19 April 2018

Year 7 subject parents’ evening, 4pm to 7pm.

Year 7

30 April – 4 May 2018

Mock exams

Year 10

Thursday 7 June 2018

Key Worker ARKS parents’ evening
A focus on being ready for moving into Year 9, when some GCSE study
starts. The Key Worker will discuss overall readiness for this based on
assessment point data and help parents consider how to best support
students for exam success.

Year 8

Key Worker ARKS parents’ evening
To discuss mock exam results to help students prepare for the rigour
of Year 11 and discuss approaches to successful study.

Year 10

Tuesday 26 June 2018

Early Open Evening for Year 5 pupils and their families
From 4pm to 7.30pm. Find out more if you are interested in applying to
join our school.

Years 5 & 6

Thursday 5 July 2018

Year 6 transition evening, 6.00pm to 7.30pm.

Year 6

4

|

Westfield School

|

Newsletter

|

March 2018

Sports Update - Sports Update - Sports Update - Sports Update
Sports Leaders

n Y11 Boys – due to play in Semi Final

Westfield has been involved with our
Family of Schools in numerous ways since
Christmas. We firstly held a Y3/4 Key
Steps Gymnastics Festival involving 6 of
our local schools and 16 leaders. The
Leaders led warm up and cool down
activities as well as scoring the event.
70 children took part. Well done to the
winners – Halfway Juniors.
We then ran our first ever Change4Life
Festival where a selection of children
from our local community worked with 16
Sports Leaders looking at the importance
of a healthy lifestyle and making the right
choices.
Next up was the annual Westfield Y5/6
Swimming Gala involving 90 children
from our community. The event saw our
wonderful Sports Leaders act as pool-side
assistants and pool aids as well as scorers
and team managers. Well done to Mosborough Primary, our 2018 Champions.
In late February we hosted our annual
Y1/2 Mini Athletics Competition - a
further chance for the younger children
in the community to take part in an
inter-school competition and try a host
of different athletic events. The event
was split between Track and Field. Field
saw the children try a range of jumping
and throwing events, each managed by a
team of Sports Leaders whilst the Track
asked the youngsters to race over hurdles, around obstacles and compete in a
series of relays. Well done to Waterthorpe Infants, our winners on the night.
Finally, 15 of our Sports Leaders ran our
first ever Y1/2 Mini Gymnastics Competition - another opportunity for our Y1/2
children to participate in a different sport.
The children took part in a host of events
run by our Sports Leaders including the
balance beam and the trampoline. Our
Leaders were exceptional in running the
entire event. Well done to our winners –
Halfway Infants.

Football
Here is a run down of football team’s
achievements this term:

n Y8 Boys – Sheffield Cup Semi Finalists.
n Y9 Boys – due to play in the South
Yorkshire Cup Final.

n Y10 Boys – Sheffield Cup Semi Finalists.
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of Clegg Shield and the Semi Final of
the National FA Cup.

n Y7 Girls – South Yorkshire Cup Semi
Finalists. Sheffield 5 a Side Champions.
Due to play in Sheffield Futsal Finals.

n U14 Girls - Due to play in Sheffield
Futsal Finals.

Special mentions must go to:
n Koby Eratt-Thompson – recently signed
for Chesterfield FC.

n Harrison Foulstone – signed a

Westfield Winter Olympics!
Ex Westfield Students, Katie and Molly
Summerhayes (Molly is an former Sports
Leader) were selected for Team GB to
compete at the 2018 Winter Olympic
Games in Freestyle Skiing. Katie finished
7th in Slopestyle whilst Molly has done
so well as an unfunded athlete to get
there and represent their country. We are
extremely proud of them both!

More special mentions for:
Freya Holmes, Y7 (below) : World
Champion Kickboxer.

scholarship with Sheffield United.

n Jake Hull – signed a scholarship with
Rotherham United.

n Chad Gibson – signed a scholarship
with Chesterfield FC.

n Chene Muir – training with England at
a training camp.

Netball
Y8 Netball Team won their first game in 2
years beating King Ecgberts School.

Cross Country and Athletics
Y7 Girls finished second at the South
Yorkshire School Games Sports Hall
Athletics. In the meantime, Charlie Walker
and Connor Thorpe were selected to run
for Sheffield at the South Yorkshire Cross
Country Championships.

Reece Beardshaw, Y11(below): World
Champion Musical Weaponry Kickboxing.

Sport Relief
Westfield once again have fully embraced
Sport Relief raising money for such a
worthwhile charity. Every Key Stage 3 student has run a mile in aid of the charity as
well as a whole school non-uniform day. In
the community 8 of the Family of Schools
have run in the Westfield Sport Relief Cup
completing laps of 3 designated locations
to raise money and awareness. A brilliant
contribution. As a community – over 1000
miles ran.

Paul Greaves Visit
As part of the TAG Team programme, our
talented athletes receive various visits
from mentors, coaches and athletes.
They were thrilled to welcome Team GB
trampoline coach, Paul Greaves, in for a
workshop looking at the use of technology and the importance of understanding
biomechanics. The students got so much
from the event and left really thinking
about the content Paul delivered.
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Mia Molloy, Y7: Yorkshire Trampoline
Champion.
Owen Bradshaw, Y8: National Race Walking Champion.
Katie Blythen, Y11: qualified for the
National Trampoline Finals in June.
Connor Thorpe, Y8: 10 Gold Medals in the
County Swimming Championships.
Danny Ward, Y8: recently selected to
train with England Rugby Football Union.
James Pepper: is going to be training
with Leicester Rugby Union team. n

Westfield School, Eckington Road, Sheffield S20 1HQ. Tel: 0114 248 5221. Email: enquiries@westfield-admin.co.uk

Our Senior Leadership Team
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Mr J Birkbeck
Head of School

Mr M Lambourne
Deputy Headteacher

Miss K Hodges
Assistant Headteacher

Mr G Simmons
Deputy Headteacher

Mrs A Ashmore
Assistant Headteacher

Mr Rob Gardiner
Assistant Headteacher
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