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Message from the headteacher...
We have enjoyed an exciting and
positive end of term at Westfield
School:
• Our Year 10 students returned
from Work Experience earlier this
term with wonderful feedback
and have applied themselves diligently in Y10 Mock
Exams. Results of these exams will be shared with
students and parents/carers before the summer holiday. Please remember that the main purpose of these
exams is for teachers and students to understand
where their strengths are, and what they need to do to
improve.
• Our Y7, Y8 and Y9 students enjoyed an action-packed
Sports Day. There were some fine individual performances over the course of the day. The overall winners
were Loxley Hall – the first win for Loxley in many
years! Congratulations to all students who took part!
• Our Y6 students made a fantastic start to life at Westfield on Monday, enjoying getting to know their new
class-mates in ice-breaker sessions and learning some
important messages about E-Safety from a visitor from
South Yorkshire Police on Monday afternoon.
• Our Y10 students enjoyed taking part in Be
Ambitious Day, and had the opportunity to engage
with leaders of local businesses to learn more about
the world of work and their options post-16.
• Our whole-school attendance has increased
significantly this year, and the number of students
persistently absent from school has decreased significantly too. Thank you to students, parents and carers
for showing this commitment to school and learning.
• Our new library is being built during the summer
break and we look forward to launching it next term.
• At the Y5 open evening and Y6 transition evening
there were some brilliant performances – from Hollie
Gordon on vocals and also from the Y10 band, The
Redferns – who were recently mentioned on Steve
Lamacq’s BBC 6Music radio show.

Positive Discipline
• We wrote to all parents/carers in June about our
plans to change our behaviour policy from September, and about associated changes to the school day.
A number of parents/carers attended a meeting in
school about the changes, and others have contacted
the school to raise questions. We have endeavoured to
respond to as many of these as possible.
• Our trial of Positive Discipline with Y8 students has

been so successful that we extended it to Y7 students for
the final two weeks of term, and we are using a version
of ‘PD’ with Y6 during transition week. Our students
have been motivated by receiving ARKS points in the
form of Rewards Stamps, and many students have found
the system of recording behaviour comments helpful in
managing their own behaviour. We have celebrated the
successes of students through rewards breakfasts for the
most successful ARKS Group, ‘Golden Time’ on Friday
afternoon for students who have achieved Gold and Silver ARKS certificates and a Pizza lunch with Mr Gardiner for students with the most ARKS points in each form.
• In recognition for the hard work our students have
put into the trial of PD, we are holding a non-uniform
day on the last day of term – Friday 19th July – for
all students! There will be no need to donate a £1 on
non-uniform day as the day is a reward and not part
of charity fundraising.
• A number of parents and carers from the
Mosborough area enquired as to whether the school
bus service from Mosborough could be re-arranged to
a later time to match our later start time. Unfortunately this has not been possible owing scheduling. Please
be assured that the dining room will serve breakfast
between 08.00 and 08.40, and that the library will be
open for students to study or read.
• We have more sports news than we can fit into our
newsletter, so please view our website to read about all
the latest sporting achievements.

Thank yous
I would like to personally thank a number of
colleagues who are leaving Westfield this summer:
• Anne Ashmore will retire this summer after a long
and brilliantly successful career at Westfield. Mrs
Ashmore has held many roles, from Teacher of PE
to Assistant Headteacher. She has been an incredibly
important member of our leadership team and the
school community. We wish Mrs Ashmore all the best
for the future.
• We also say goodbye this summer to Jackie Baker,
another long-serving and well-loved member of our
teaching staff. We all wish her well on her adventures.
Finally, thank you to all of you - for your support
throughout the school year, particularly as we
implemented changes to the school. Your support, as
ever, is invaluable.
Wishing you and your family a happy and restful
summer break,
Mr Joe Birkbeck
Head of Westfield School

Don’t forget you can find out more information about school at our new website: www.westfield-chorustrust.org

Getting Ready for September
• Please note that our school day has changed. From
the first day back, Wednesday 4 September, students
should arrive at school by 08.40am ready to be in form
by 08.45am. The end of the school day remains the
same – 2.45pm – although please be aware that
students have an opportunity to attend extra-curricular
clubs or to use the library to study after school.
• Students will enter the school site through the
Ready Gate at the front of school, where they will be
welcomed to site and their uniform and equipment will
be checked. We will provide all students with basic equipment (black and purple pens, ruler, rubber, pencil), their
planner and their new timetable on the first day.
• Please ensure your child has a pencil case, an
appropriate school bag large enough to carry A4
folders and PE kit, and a scientific calculator in
preparation for the new school year.
• Please check the uniform policy on our website to
ensure your child starts the year positively in the
correct uniform. Our new black v-neck jumpers that
can be worn with, or as an alternative to blazers, have
been very popular with students to far. They can be
purchased from Pinders.
• Please remember that from September, students
will not be able to use mobile phones, smartwatches or
earphones on school site. Students will be asked to
switch off these items and place them into their bags at
the Ready Gate. We have received overwhelmingly
positive feedback from parents and carers for this
change.
Thank you for your support.

Key dates
Monday 2nd September:
INSET Day – No students in school.
Tuesday 3rd September:
INSET Day – No students in school.

Term dates
INSET DAYS - STUDENTS NOT IN SCHOOL:
2 & 3 September 2019, 14 February 2020, 20 & 21 July
2020.
Autumn Term (1st Half):
Wednesday 4 September until Friday 25 October 2019.
Half Term Holiday:
Monday 28 October until Friday 1 November 2019.
Autumn Term (2nd Half):
Monday 4 November until Friday 20 December 2019.
Christmas Holiday:
Monday 23 December 2019 until Friday 3 January
2020.
Spring Term (1st Half):
Monday 6 January until Friday 14 February 2020.
Half Term Holiday:
Monday 17 February until Friday 21 February 2020.
Spring Term (2nd Half):
Monday 24 February until Friday 27 March 2020.
Easter Holiday:
Monday 30 March until Monday 13 April 2020.
Summer Term (1st Half):
Tuesday 14 April until Friday 22 May 2020.
May Day/VE Day bank holiday: Friday 8 May 2020.
Half Term Holiday:
Monday 25 May until Friday 29 May 2020.
Summer Term (2nd Half):
Monday 1 June until Friday 17 July 2020.
Other important dates, such as parents' evenings and
school trips are on the school website and Weduc
calendars.

Welcome to Year 6!

Wednesday 4th September:
First day of the new term for students. Students
should be on site for 08.40 ready for a 08.45 start
to ARKS time.
Thursday 11th September:
Y11 Information Evening, 5pm - 7pm.
Thursday 3rd October:
Y10 Information Evening, 5pm - 7pm.
Thursday 10th October:
Y7 Settling In Evening, 4pm - 7pm.
Wednesday 16th October:
Y11 Post-16 Information Evening.

for them joining us in September.

It has been
a pleasure
to welcome
in the Year
6 students
this week,
in
preparation

Above are some of the volunteers from our local
community who spent time with them this week,
talking about their jobs and how they work with the
school.

Don’t forget you can find out more information about school at our new website: www.westfield-chorustrust.org
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Staying safe this summer Young Writers Contest
Our students will enjoy a well-earned break over the
summer, and will no doubt take the opportunity to spend
time with friends and to enjoy the warm weather.
We have been contacted by a building contractor who will
be carrying out works in the area local to school over the
summer. They will be using scaffolding to complete work
on a number of local properties and have asked that we
remind students and parents about the importance of not
playing on scaffolding, and of the dangers of playing at
heights.
Online safety will also be a concern of parents/carers over
the summer months. Tips on keeping your child safe
online can be found here:
www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers

Friends of Westfield School:
first meeting in September
Thank you to those parents and carers who came to an
event this term to discuss setting up a Friends of Westfield
Group. We have agreed to have the first Annual General
Meeting (AGM) of the group on Thursday 16 September,
at 6pm in school. All parents, carers and members of the
local community are welcome. We will be discussing our
plans for events over the coming year. Our aim will be to
raise funds to support enrichment activities for students.

Geography teacher gets
United Nations accreditation

All of our students were encouraged to enter the
national Young Writers Competition. Below are the
ones judged by a Westfield panel to be the best in
each year. They had to write a ‘Survival Saga’ about
the near end of the human race, in just 100 words.

The River Rare
Written by Alfie Howard 7SF2 (Age 12)
The forest was miserable and wet. The only thing
you could hear was the ripple of a stream tumbling
down the hill. The rain was creating a long and
narrow river. Shimmering in the flickering starlight,
the stream was suddenly a long and snaking grey
river. The river was that rare it was as clear and as
smooth as a glass bottle. Even undiscovered animals
came to visit it.

Is this the end?
Written by Iyla Hobson 7LX1 (Age 12)
The screams outside fell silent as the missiles went
off. There was smoke trailing the bombs as they
shot up into the ominous, consuming sky. In the
distance, the pools of water surrounding the weapons of mass destruction, were rippling because of
how the powerful the nuclear explosives were. This
war started when an unusual, hazardous space craft
came and landed on Earth. After that, aliens and
strange creatures started to attack the humans. As
the missiles flew up, the ground began to shake and
cracks were appearing! The grass, once an emerald
green shade, became demolished and ruined very
quickly…

Alone
Written by Evie Ravenhill 8RV1 (Age12)
I wasn’t ready for what happened next. The
screams had been swept away and the town fell
dead. A thick layer of nuclear slime slithered along
the noiseless houses. I sat and stared at the darkness. It slowly devoured the light. The forbidden
space had been opened. I knew we couldn’t trust
this new government. A deadly radiation reigned,
my childhood memories are now just a distant
thought of unrealistic happiness. Loneliness welcomed me. Being alone was my biggest fear. I’m
drowning in tears. My terrifying fantasy had finally
come true; isolation is my new reality.

A Lone Mind

Congratulations to Geography teacher, Mrs Hornby, who
is one of the first UK teachers to be accredited as a Climate
Change Teacher by the United Nations. We will share more
news about what this means in September when she will be
putting her training into action with students!

Written by James Keeling Nettleship 9Y1 (Age 14)
It’s just me. Now that’s a drastic idea. My blemished
fingers crawled over a scorched wreckage. Suddenly a gigantic ocean of dust envelopes me. Visions of
madness eat up my mind like a ravenous predator.
The smell of blood intoxicates me, so thick that I
can taste it. Gunfire fills the air alongside screams
of agony. A mere memory but it torments me still.
I remember a single, wet clawed appendage, then
darkness. I find myself with a hoarse throat and
a bleeding tongue. My three tails twitch in bloodthirst. I venture forth into the endless desert. With
an unsated thirst.

Don’t forget you can find out more information about school at our new website: www.westfield-chorustrust.org
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Staying in touch with school
Weduc is the communications system we use to keep in
touch with parents and carers. We strongly recommend
that you download it as an app as it is the main way we
will keep in touch with you. Get it from the App Store
or Google Play store. You may miss out on important
communications if you do not use it.
Here are some useful tips about using it:
n If you have it as an app on your phone you can
get instant alerts from school, which flash up on your
screen. This is particularly useful if we need to contact
everyone about a school closure or incidents.
n You can use the absence notification function to tell
us if your child is ill and can’t attend school.
n You can also view Weduc as a website on a
computer. This is sometimes easier when viewing
attachments from messages we send to you, particularly
if they need to be filled in and returned.
n You can view other information on Weduc, such as
your child’s live timetable, teachers, absences, attendance, behaviour points and any detentions – plus news
and notices from the school, and the school calendar.

Otherwise, if you only wish to communicate by email,
please send messages to the main school email address:
enquiries@westfield-chorustrust.org
How do I change my email address for Weduc?
We need to ensure that your email address is correct on
all the records we keep. Therefore, please contact our
Data Team about this and they will ensure it is changed
in all the right places. If you change it yourself on
Weduc, then it won’t automatically be changed on our
school records. So please contact us in the first instance.
How do I change or retrieve my password?
Go to the school website and click on the ‘remote login’
button at the top of the homepage. From there choose
the option to take you to the Weduc login page. On
that page you will find a ‘Forgot your password?’ link
which will allow you to reset it.
You can also access the Weduc login page directly at:
https://app.weduc.co.uk/
Why can I see information about one of my
children but not the other? My (or my child’s) details
in Weduc are not correct.
For these kinds of data issues, please contact our Data
Team in the first instance:
weduc@westfield-chorustrust.org

n Teachers will put all homework they set onto
Weduc. From September we hope to have a new ‘Home
Learning’ section in Weduc for this, rather than posting
it as notices.

Chorus Trust news

Trouble Shooting

Leadership changes

I am not receiving messages via Weduc.
Parents/carers who have parental responsibility for a
child should receive messages via Weduc. If you have
not received enrolment details for Weduc, it could be
because you are using an email address that is already
being used in Weduc - usually by the other parent.
Every user needs to have a unique email address within
Weduc.
If you need to change the email address we have on file
for you, please contact our Data Team at:
weduc@westfield-chorustrust.org saying that you wish
to update your email address.
I have a unique email address but have not
received enrolment details for Weduc.
Please contact the school and request for your Weduc
enrolment details to be sent to you:
weduc@westfield-chorustrust.org
Why can’t I reply directly to the emails sent to me
from Weduc?
If you get emails from Weduc then you will not be able
to reply to them. They are notifications of a message
that is waiting for you within Weduc, and you would
only be able to reply to it there. The ‘sysadmin@weduc.
co.uk’ is a Weduc system email box and is not monitored.
If you choose to use the Weduc app then you will be
able to reply to messages within it.

Many of you will have met Mrs Paul, the Executive
Headteacher of Chorus Trust, who has been part of the
Westfield community ever since we joined the Trust.
She has led the many changes implemented in the
school and recruited our Head of School, Mr Birkbeck.
Sadly, she will be leaving Chorus to take on a position
leading an international school in the Far East and so
the Chorus Trustees are in the process of recruiting a
new CEO. Although she does not leave until October
half term, the Chorus Trustees have made arrangements for an interim Executive Lead. This will be Chris
Abbott OBE, former CEO of The Education Alliance.
She will be working with us to provide continuity between Roisin leaving and our new CEO starting.
Ms Abbott brings real strength of leadership and
substantial educational experience to the Trust, having
been a Headteacher and CEO for over 20 years.

Hope Valley College due to join
We are delighted that Hope Valley College in the Peak
District looks set to join Chorus Trust on 1 September
2019. We already regularly welcome their students into
Silverdale Sixth Form and work with them via our
Teaching School.
This will bring the Trust to three secondary schools,
following Westfield School joining last December, and
provides even more scope for both joint working and
shared resources and financial savings.

Don’t forget you can find out more information about school at our new website: www.westfield-chorustrust.org
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The Westfield Summer Reading Challenge
For all students in Years 7 through to 10 - why not use the summer to expand
your reading? Ask yourself: which author shall I try next?
Broaden your horizons and boost your reading skills. Why not visit the Central Children's
library in town over the summer - as well as the local library in Crystal Peaks?

Years 7 to 8
If you enjoy the ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’ books by Jeff Kinney and the Tom
Gates series by Liz Pichon try the following authors;
Frank Cottrell Boyce, Morris Gleitzman, Pete Johnson, Sue Townsend,
David Walliams.
Like Jacqueline Wilson? Then try:
Meg Cabot, Cathy Cassidy, Sharon Creech, Sarah Crossan, Narinder
Dhami, Anne Fine.

Years 8 to 9
If you like reading books by Suzanne Collins, Anthony Horowitz and
Robert Muchamore, then try:
Malorie Blackman, Jim Carrington, Anne Cassidy, Michael Grant , Patrick
Ness, Annabel Pitcher, Philip Pullman.

Years 9 to 10
You really must try and read more challenging and, we hope, enjoyable
books. Try a different genre- auto/biographies, travel guides,
(Bill Bryson), science fiction, crime novels.
Consider the fiction of: Ray Bradbury, Arthur Conan Doyle, Jostein Gaarder, Ernest Kline, George Orwell. If you like stories about
relationships and social issues try Siobhan Dowd, Jenny Downham, Mark
Haddon, Joanna Nadin, Benjamin Zephaniah.

Years 10 to 11
Try some of the classics: the works of some of these authors are
taught at GCSE and A-level:
John Buchan, William Golding, Graham Greene , John Le Carré,
Laurie Lee, J D Salinger, R L Stevenson, Evelyn Waugh, Marcus Zusak.

Tweet your choice of book and where you are reading it
(with a photo?) to: @WestfieldSheff #WestfieldSummerRead
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